
Will there be permanent facilities for 
living, sleeping, cooking, eating and 
sanitation?4 

ACCESSORY STRUCTURES IN A NUTSHELL1 

1See Chapter 2.7 of the Memphis and Shelby County Unified Development Code (the “UDC”) for a full list of regulations pertaining to accessory structures.  This 
flowchart covers the basics of those regulations. 

2See UDC Sec. 2.7.2A(1) for additional information.  
3See UDC Sec. 3.6.1 for rear setback of principal dwellings and side setbacks of all structures. 

4See definition of “dwelling unit” in UDC Sec. 12.3.1. 
5See UDC Sec. 2.7.3 for all of the regulations that pertain specifically to ADUs.  
6Accessory garages built before January 1, 2011, may be closer than 5 feet to an alley and may be expanded or modified in accordance with the UDC. 

YES 
NO 

This is an accessory 
dwelling unit (“ADU”).  
ADUs are governed by 
the size of lot on 
which they sit.5 

On lots of less than 10,000 SF, an 
ADU is not permitted.  However, if 
built before March 11, 2014, an 
ADU on a lot of less than 10,000 SF 
may be expanded or modified in 
accordance with the UDC. 

On lots between 10,000 SF and 1.5 
acres in size, an ADU shall be the 
smaller of the two: 700 SF or 1/3 of 
the ground floor of the principal 
dwelling. 

On lots of 1.5 acres or greater, an 
ADU shall not exceed 1/2 of the 
ground floor of the principal 
dwelling.  

Will the accessory structure be 
connected to the principal structure by 
a closed breezeway with walls or any 
other enclosed room?2 

YES 

NO 

This will NOT be considered an 
accessory structure.  Instead, it will be 
considered an addition to the 
principal dwelling and be subject to 
the rear setback required for the main 
structure.3 

1. Accessory structures may be as 
close as 5 feet to the rear property 
lines and adhere to the required side 
setback for the zoning district.  Most 
districts require a 5-foot side setback.3 

START 

2. If the accessory structure 
contains a garage facing an alley, it 
must be either 5 feet or at least 20 
feet from the alley to prevent 
parked cars impeding the alley.6 

3. Accessory structures must be lower 
than the principal dwelling.  Any portion 
of an accessory structure over 20 feet in 
height must be 20 feet from the rear lot 
line. 


